REDINGTON FROGNAL
APPLICATION

NEIGHBOURHOOD

FORUM

RE-DESIGNATION

Redington Frognal Neighbourhood Forum hereby applies to be formally re-designated as a
Neighbourhood Forum by the London Borough of Camden.
Re-designation is supported by the 23 residents, whose names, addresses and signatures
are attached

1

Mission Statement and Purpose
The REDINGTON FROGNAL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM is established for the
express purpose of promoting or improving the social, economic and environmental
well being of an area that consists of the Redington Frognal Conservation Area,
including all of the eastern side of Finchley Road between Briardale Gardens and
Frognal.
It also aims to preserve and enhance the Area, including its Edwardian and Victorian
architecture, biodiversity and green infrastructure. The importance of trees to the
Redington Frognal character has been demonstrated through a report commissioned
from AECOM 1 , based on ProximiTREE data. Underground rivers, an important
geological feature, have been identified and mapped by Arup2, together with input from
residents (citizen science). This continues to be updated, as new evidence is
uncovered.
Sustainable development and preservation and enhancement of the area will be
achieved by a successful conclusion to the draft Redington Frognal Neighbourhood
Plan, which has been in progress since 5 September 2014, with Examination
(expected to take place in 2019), followed by a referendum of the area’s residents.
The Forum is a signatory to the London National Park City campaign.
Forum Membership
Membership is open to all individuals who live and work in the area, ward councillors
and individuals who are elected members.
As at 6.7.19, the membership includes m o r e t h a n 400 individuals drawn from
each of the following categories: living in the area; working in the area; elected
members and community groups.
Background to the Development of the Neighbourhood Forum

Redington Frognal Association, the umbrella group for the streets within the
Redington Frognal Conservation Area, proposed and supported the establishment of
the Neighbourhood Forum. This included the organisation of and publicity for the
public consultation on the proposed boundaries on 2.3.14.
Publicity
More than 2,000 flyers were printed, setting out the case for developing a
Neighbourhood Plan and seeking residents’ input through attendance at a public
consultation and through completion of an on-line survey. Two weeks prior to the
consultation, volunteers delivered the flyers to every letterbox within Red Frog CA and
on Finchley Road, including Studholme Court and Arkwright Mansions. The few
businesses contained within Red Frog include mainly schools, some retail premises
and cafés along Finchley Road, two hotels, two churches, a music studio, a violin
workshop and the Hampstead Gate office development.
On-Line Survey
An on-line survey was developed in order to build an evidence base of planning issues
which concern local residents and businesses. Awareness of the survey was raised
through flyers, lamp-post notices and the public consultation.
1
2

Contribution of Trees to the Townscape Character, AECOM, March 2016
Red Frog Sub-surface Water Features Mapping Summary Report, Arup, latest version
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The survey asked 30 questions, scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 indicating a high
level of agreement, and two open-ended questions. Of the 30 or so questions asked,
23 questions achieved a score of 3.5 or above.
The Forum is keenly aware of the importance that it genuinely represents the views of
the majority of the area’s residents and that it is inclusive.
Public Consultation on the Proposed Boundaries, 2.3.14
Approximately 80 people attended the first public consultation, held in the Refectory at
University College School on Sunday 2 March, from 4 pm till 6 pm. All three ward
councillors were present and all agreed the session was very successful. Starting as
the intended drop-in session for the first half-hour, the meeting became a more formal
but lively session involving all attendees for the remaining hour and a half, during
which many questions were raised and answered by committee members, provoking
some discussion between residents.
A1 posters were displayed around the UCS refectory to welcome residents and to
inform them of the purpose of a neighbourhood plan. Two A0 maps of the proposed
boundaries were displayed and four flip charts were made available for attendees to
write comments.
Attendees were also asked to fill out their contact details and to state whether they
agreed with the proposed boundaries. A total of 68 attendance forms were completed
and incorporated into the new Redington Frognal database.
Residents stayed for the full two hours and participated in a one-and-half-hours Q&A
session hosted by Dudley Leigh and John Malet-Bates and assisted by Cllr. Spinella
and former Cllr. Mennear.
The proposed boundaries were agreed at the meeting by a show of hands, with some
comments additionally submitted by email and on the attendance forms. The
application to designate the boundaries of the Neighbourhood Plan Area was formally
accepted on 5.9.14.
Development of the Forum
Respondents to the on-line survey and consultation attendees were individually
thanked and invited to join the Redington Frognal Conservation Neighbourhood Forum.
A first Forum meeting was held on 1st May and 100 residents, including the very small
number of schools and businesses to have shown an interest, were invited.
Attendance levels were markedly lower than for the public consultation, which had
been held on Sunday 2nd March. The disappointing turn out is likely to have been
attributable to the weekday evening timing and the wet weather.
A draft constitution had been circulated for approval to all members in advance of the
meeting and hard copies additionally distributed at the meeting. Following some slight
amendments, the draft constitution was proposed by Alan Sanders, seconded by Hazel
Finn and approved unanimously by a show of hands.
The minutes of the inaugural meeting were circulated to an enlarged membership list
– electronically, between 21 and 26 May 2014, and in hard copy at the meeting.
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Liaison with Adjoining Neighbourhood Forums and Other Consultees
Neighbourhood Forums exist for the following adjoining areas: Hampstead, Fortune
Green and West Hampstead and Church Row.
Redington Frognal has liaised with all adjoining neighbourhood forums, with the
London Borough of Camden, with TfL, which manages Finchley Road (the western
boundary), and all other statutory consultees.
Redington Frognal Neighbourhood Forum is also in contact with Netherhall
Neighbourhood Association and its members serve on Hampstead Conservation Area
Advisory Committee and Heath and Hampstead Society.
Membership Database
The membership includes all three ward councilors. Former Cllr. Andrew Mennear
chaired the inaugural meeting on 1 May, 2014 and Cllr. Andrew Parkinson has served
as Vice Chairman since his election in 2018.
Membership includes two independent schools, a church school, two churches and
community facilities. The Forum successfully designated Camden Arts Centre as an
Asset of Community Value in November 2016.
The Neighbourhood Forum is not aware of any landowners within the Redington
Frognal area.
Social Housing
The 2011 Census for the Redington Frognal Neighbourhood Plan area indicates that
households in social housing comprised just 7.4% of the Redington Frognal total.
This includes 53 houses and flats at Studolme Court on Finchley Road. No residents
at Studhome Court responded to The Forum’s invitation to attend the 1 May 2014
boundaries consultation nor contributed to the on-line survey. A second invitation was
again delivered by hand to each of the 53 houses and flats. This elicited five
responses, all of whom subsequently joined the Neighbourhood Forum (by 26.5.14).
New social housing has since been constructed as part of the Hampstead Manor
development. Flats became occupied during 2019 and engagement with residents is
taking place through Y&Y Property Management.
The Elderly and Disabled
Forum members range in age from 22 to over 90 years. Membership is overrepresented among the elderly. Note that Census age groups do not directly
correspond with Redington Frognal membership groupings, as membership is limited
to adults aged 18 and over.
RF members
% of population > 18 years
60-74 years
≥ 75 years

RF Census
% of population > 16 years

36.4%
17.2%

14.2%
8.8%

The Census indicates that 19.9% of the Redington Frognal population is composed of
people aged 16 to 29 years, compared with a Redington Frognal membership of 7.1%
aged under 30.
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Households comprised of families with dependent children constitute 19% of the
Redington Frognal population. This is a particularly hard-to-reach group, leading very
busy lives. It is likely that this group is under-represented in the Forum membership.
The Forum continues to try to target families with dependent children through
communal activities to bring residents together.
Various community events have been held with this aim, ranging from biscuit icing on
the green at Studholme Court, to a celebration of the opening of the Kidderpore
Avenue Site of Interest for Nature Conservation, planned for 21 July 2019.
Faith Groups
The 2011 Census shows that 22% of the Redington Frognal population does not have
a religion, 21% did not disclose a religion, 32% are Christian and 16% Jewish.
Forum members are drawn from all faith groups and from none, although the Forum
has not sought personal and intrusive ethnic and religious information as part of its
database.
Christian Members
The Redington Frognal area incorporates two churches but no synagogues. Rev.
Alastair Tresidder (also a member of Redington Frognal Association) from St. Luke’s
and Rev. MacArthur of St. Andrew’s Church in Frognal Lane are both Forum
members and, from time to time, the Forum has held meetings in their churches.
Jewish Members
The 2011 Census data indicates that that 1,070 residents self-identified as Jewish.
This will include a high proportion who consider themselves to be Jewish in terms of
ethnicity, heredity and culture. Many Jewish residents are non-observant or atheist,
and the 15.6% identifying as Jewish is not consistent with 15.6% belonging to a
Jewish faith group. Nevertheless, the Forum membership includes many identifying
as Jewish in terms of ethnicity, heredity and culture and / or religion.
At a meeting in 2015, Sheikh Dr. Muhammad al-Hussaini of the Council of Imams and
Rabbis of the UK and Secretary Camden Faith Communities Partnership confirmed
that very few other religions are represented within the Forum area.
Ethnicity
By ethnicity, 73.5% of the Redington Frognal population is classified as white and
13.2% as Asian. These ethnicities are represented within the Redington Frognal
membership. By country of birth, 53% were born in the UK. Of those born outside the
UK, the most common countries of origin are: the USA, India, Germany, Iran and
France. These countries are represented within the Redington Frognal membership.
An extract from the 2011 Population Census, which is a best fit for the Redington
Frognal Neighbourhood area is attached to this application.
Continuing Public Engagement
Major public engagement activity takes place at least once a year, often alongside
the Forum AGM.
In July 2019, for example, the Forum has arranged a celebration of the reopening of
the Kidderpore Avenue Site of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC), with
workshops on wildlife gardening and frog and toad identification and a talk by the
developer of the Hampstead Manor site on the SINC’s ecological benefits. Food and
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refreshments are being provided.
For December 2019, the Forum will participate in the Camden Arts Centre annual
social event, with a display of the evidence uncovered on underground rivers in the
Forum area.
Other public engagement has included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

live jazz and champagne at Craxton Music Studios (November 2015)
biscuit icing at Studholme Court and St. Luke’s S
chool (July 2016)
live jazz and an address by Ms Tulip Siddiq, MP at Craxton Music Studios
(November 2016)
draft policies consultation at the JW3 community centre (September 2017)
a presentation on the highly topical subject of hidden underground rivers and
cultural daylighting, at the JW3 theatre (October 2018).

These events are very well publicised, including through professionally-designed
flyers and lamp post notices and, consequently, very well attended.
Other public engagement includes surveying the large Forum membership database
in respect of Community Infrastructure Levy funding priorities.
Engagement also takes place through two websites:
www.redfrogforum.org
www.redfrogassociation.org
and Twitter: https://twitter.com/RedfrogNF
Next Steps
If the Neigbourhood Plan is adopted by the London Borough of Camden, as part of its
planning policies, the Forum will monitor the implementation of the Plan’s policies and
update the Neighbourhood Plan, following adoption of new Camden Local Plans, or at
five-year intervals.
The Forum has provided Community Infrastructure Levy funding to update the 2003
Redington Frognal Conservation Area appraisal and continues to campaign for an
Article 4 direction to preserve the Area’s gardens.
Rupert Terry
Chairman
20 Ferncroft Avenue London NW3 7PH
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