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London is arguably one of the world’s most verdant big cities. A
significant part of our green space is managed by ordinary
Londoners – the humble gardeners.
Gardens cover nearly a quarter of London, yet we know little
about what’s in them or how this is changing. Over the period of
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a year GiGL worked in partnership with London Wildlife Trust and
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the Greater London Authority to fully document London’s garden
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The results of the garden survey show that London’s gardens
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contribute considerably to our green reputation. Around 57%, or
22000 ha, of our total 37900 ha of garden land is vegetated.
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This is good news for people and wildlife. Garden vegetation can
provide shelter, food and nesting habitat which brings people

closer to nature on their doorstep. Trees and shrubs can help to cool air temperature. Lawns and herbaceous
borders let rain water soak away in residential areas.
However, these roles may be being compromised by another trend. Our study confirms fears that garden hard
surfacing is increasing at the expense of vegetated cover.
The loss is equivalent to paving or decking two and a half Hyde Parks a year. Front gardens tend to be most hard
surfaced, but the trend for increased hard surface is significant in back gardens too.
The loss of garden vegetation is alarming. But within the problem lies the solution. Our figures demonstrate
people’s management decisions have significant cumulative e!ects at city scale. Londoners’ have the power to
a!ect their city’s environment by managing their gardens in a di!erent way. A positive trend for greener garden
maintenance could halt the move to hard surfacing and protect our gardens as a haven for wildlife and people for
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the future.

To read our published research summary see www.gigl.org.uk (https://www.gigl.org.uk) and for information about
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press release and wildlife gardening see www.wildlondon.org.uk (http://www.wildlondon.org.uk).
Latest News
https://www.gigl.org.uk/blooming-london/

Page 1 of 4

Blooming London – Greenspace Information for Greater London

Posted in Issue 10 (https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/issue-10/), Partnership Working
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/partnership-working/) and tagged Gardens
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/gardens/), Research (https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/research/)

06/10/2019, 16)01

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/latestnews)
Issue 26
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/issue26)

Leave a Comment

Issues 21 – 25

!

Comment

Issues 16 – 20

!

Issues 11 – 15 (http://#)

!

Issues 6 – 10 (http://#)

!

Issues 1 – 5 (http://#)

!

Categories
Name (required)

Editorial

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/editorial/
Products & Services

Email (will not be published) (required)

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/products
services/)
Data Overview

Website

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/dataoverview/)
Partnership Working

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/partnersh
Submit Comment

working/)
GiGL Life
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/gigllife/)
GiGL Guidance
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/category/giglguidance/)

Tags
Accessing data
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/accessingdata/) ALERC

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/alerc/)
Birds
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/birds/)
Book review
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/bookreview/) Boroughs
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/boroughs/)

Citizen science
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/citizenscience/) Communications

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/communications/
Community
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/community/)
Conferences
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/conferences/)

Data exchange

https://www.gigl.org.uk/blooming-london/

Page 2 of 4

Blooming London – Greenspace Information for Greater London

06/10/2019, 16)01

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/dataexchange/)

Data

holdings

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag
holdings/) Data
management
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/datamanagement/)

Data

searches

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag
searches/) Data
verification
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/dataverification/) Director

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/direc
GiGL history
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/giglhistory/) GiGL

Partnership

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/gig
partnership/) GLA

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/gla
Guidance
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/guidance/)

Interview

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/t
Invasive species

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/invas
species/) LBP
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/lbp/)

LISI

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/li

LNHS

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/
London boroughs
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/londonboroughs/) London Plan
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/londonplan/) London Wildlife Trust

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/londonwildlife-trust/) Mapping

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/mapping
Mobilising data

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/mobilisingdata/) Natural England
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/naturalengland/) NBN

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/nbn/)

News

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/

https://www.gigl.org.uk/blooming-london/

Page 3 of 4

Blooming London – Greenspace Information for Greater London

06/10/2019, 16)01

Open Space

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/o
space/) Planning

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/t
Public engagement

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/pub
engagement/) Recorder
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/recorder/)

Recording

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/record

Research

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/res
Service level agreements
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/servicelevel-agreements/) SINCs

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/sincs/)

Sta!
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/sta!/)
Sta! changes
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/sta!changes/)

Surveys

(https://www.gigl.org
Volunteering

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag
Website

(https://www.gigl.org.uk/tag/website/)

Terms of Use (https://www.gigl.org.uk/terms-of-use/)
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/privacy-statement/)
(https://www.gigl.org.uk/cookie-policy/)

Privacy Policy

Cookie Policy

(https://www.socialenterprise.org.uk)
(https://nbn.org.uk)

Credits (https://www.gigl.org.uk/photo-credits/)

(http://www.alerc.org.uk/alerc-accreditation.html)
(https://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/)

Greenspace Information for Greater London CIC, Registered O!ice: 10 Queen Street Place, London EC4R 1BEA, community interest company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number
8345552 | © 2019 Greenspace Information for Greater London | Website by AskAuk.com (http://www.askauk.com)

https://www.gigl.org.uk/blooming-london/

Page 4 of 4

